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into a partisan issue instead of a 
chance for bipartisan working together 
is really antithetical to the needs of 
the people of this country for further 
welfare reform. I hope the next time 
around, he does not sing the same song. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. WOOL-
SEY). 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, here we 
go again. Instead of making this TANF 
law better, instead of giving welfare re-
cipients the tools to move from welfare 
to self-sufficiency, we are once again 
renewing, for the eighth time renewing 
it, actually, a bill that continues mov-
ing families from welfare further into 
poverty. 

Instead, we should be making edu-
cation or training count as work so 
that that activity for welfare recipi-
ents will help them get ready for better 
educational opportunities and job 
training so they can have better oppor-
tunities for earning a salary that pays 
a livable wage. They will not get that 
unless they have education and train-
ing. Instead of again extending an out-
dated welfare bill, we should be pro-
viding quality child care, child care 
that includes more care for infants, 
child care that extends to parents who 
work weekends and evenings. That is 
what we need. That is what these par-
ents need. That is what they need to 
help them get their jobs and become 
self-sufficient. 

Let us face it, if parents do not have 
a safe, convenient place to leave their 
children, they cannot go to work. Be-
lieve me, I know, because over 30 years 
ago I was a single mother with three 
small children, abandoned by their fa-
ther; and even though I was working 
full-time, I needed welfare, aid for de-
pendent children at that time, to keep 
our lives together, to get my children 
the health care, the child care they 
needed. But eventually I worked my 
way out of poverty and started my own 
business before running for Congress. 
Of course, you have to know that I be-
lieve that others should have the same 
opportunities that I had. 

While I support this short-term ex-
tension as necessary, I want us to begin 
to work to authorize a bill that will 
give workers the training and the edu-
cation and the child care that they 
need so that they can be successful. 
They need the same kind of opportuni-
ties that I was afforded 30 years ago. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. RODRIGUEZ). 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, let 
me just rise and talk about how I on 
the other side am concerned about our 
situation now. We are concerned. The 
census reported just this month in Au-
gust, 36 million Americans living in 
poverty, more than ever in recorded 
history. Forty-five million without ac-
cess to health insurance. And we are 
saying we have a good program? This is 
the most powerful country in the 
world. Yet we find a large number that 

still reside in poverty. At the same 
time we are choosing to cut back in 
education. We are choosing to say no, 
when the administration shook hands 
on Leave No Child Behind. 

That Republican compassionate con-
servatism is self-proclaimed compas-
sionate conservatism because it is not 
one for allowing young people an op-
portunity to be able to further their 
education, to make sure they do not go 
onto welfare. During the last 4 years, 
we have lost more jobs than ever re-
corded. Those jobs that we have gained 
have been jobs that have paid much 
less than the ones that we have lost. 
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So the reality is that we have had an 
opportunity to make some things hap-
pen, and they failed to do that. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). The gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN) has 11⁄2 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I use that 11⁄2 minutes 
first to join the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HERGER) in recognizing the 
outstanding work that Vee Burke has 
provided for more than 30 years at the 
Congressional Research Service. 

Vee has helped our committee con-
duct its work on poverty and public as-
sistance issues by providing detailed 
and meticulously accurate information 
on program rules, participation and 
trends. Since 1981, she has been a reg-
ular and valued contributor to the 
Ways and Means Green Book, which is 
the key resource on poverty programs 
for Members of Congress and their 
staff. 

Vee’s expertise on welfare issues 
started during the Nixon administra-
tion and has continued through all 
major developments thereafter, includ-
ing the 1996 welfare reform law and our 
current efforts to reauthorize that law. 
Her work has provided a foundation of 
understanding needed to improve our 
Nation’s safety net programs. 

We wish Vee well in her pending re-
tirement, and we thank her for her 
contributions to improving social pro-
grams in our great Nation. Mr. Speak-
er, I can assure the Members that the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
HERGER) and I are in complete agree-
ment in regards to Vee Burke’s con-
tributions to this body and to this Na-
tion and also urging our colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in February of 2003, this 
House passed long-term reauthoriza-
tion legislation to encourage more 
work among welfare recipients and to 
provide more federal dollars for States 
to assist low-income families. The 
other body’s unwillingness to work 
with us to move this legislation for-
ward has resulted in lost resources to 
the States and 2 years of lost oppor-

tunity to provide more assistance so 
more low-income parents can make the 
transition from welfare to work. 

I wish the legislation before us today 
were not needed. As I have said before, 
I wish we were here debating a long- 
term reauthorization bill. But we do 
need to pass this legislation. Therefore, 
I urge all of my colleagues to support 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HERGER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5149. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 
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GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on H.R. 
5149, the bill just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) 
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS 
Mr. LINDER (during debate on H.R. 

5149) from the Committee on Rules, 
submitted a privileged report (Rept. 
No. 108–709) on the resolution (H. Res. 
807) waiving a requirement of clause 
6(a) of rule XIII with respect to consid-
eration of certain resolutions reported 
from the Committee on Rules, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

VETERANS HEALTH PROGRAMS 
AND FACILITIES ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2004 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 4768) to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to author-
ize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
enter into certain major medical facil-
ity leases, to authorize that Secretary 
to transfer real property subject to cer-
tain limitations, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4768 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 04:26 Sep 30, 2004 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00054 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K29SE7.104 H29PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-21T09:35:21-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




